
Hampton Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

December 16, 2020

The meeting was held via Zoon, courtesy of Kathy Donahue, who taped the meeting.

The meeting called to order at 6:35 by Chair Mark Samios. Present: Marcia 
Kilpatrick, Pat Cascio, Penny Newbury, Ev Hyde. Absent: Karen Hamilton, Stan 
Crawford.
Audience members present: Bruce Spaman, KimRomagna

Approval of minutes:  Motioned and seconded (Marcia/Pat) to approve minutes of 
11/18/20. Approved unanimously.

Communications: Mark presented a request for donations/membership from the 
Land Conservation Council in Middletown. It was decided that we would 
concentrate our resources closer to home.

Audience for Citizens: Bruce requested that the Arbor Day event be added to the 
agenda under Old Business.

Old Business:
Knotweed project: Marcia reported on her conversations with the first selectman; 
he and most people agreed that we can’t do anything until spring.  Marcia is 
covering north of Rt 6 and Pat is covering south of Rt 6 for identifying possible areas 
of communal remediation (Station or Kenyon Rd. are possibilities). She will attend 
the selectman’s meeting in February, provide details of what the project will look 
like, and then begin recruiting volunteers. [See knotweed info attachment at the 
end of this report.]

Open Space/Hiking Brochure: Penny presented an overview of what she’s done so 
far and asked members for any more text or photos they had. She was asked to 
include the Warren Stone Preserve on Fisk Rd; info is available on the Joshua’s Trust 
website.

HCC web page on the Town website: Mark will ask about changing meeting hours 
and updating membership list.

Arbor Day: Bruce gave an outline of what he and partner groups were proposing on 
the last Friday in April (included tree planting and identifying spots where this 
would be good). To date the groups involved are the Board of Education and 
students, Rec Commission, and Eversource (who donates seedlings). Stan is asking 
the Scouts if they want to help also. HCC told Mark that we would be interested in 
being a partner and at the next meeting he will let the group know how they can 
help. Bruce is the point person and will start working on the event beginning the 
first of the year.



New Business
Bird Habitat Grant: Marcia, on behalf of Joshua’s Trust, asked for help mounting 5 
wood duck boxes already acquired by JT, and bluebird boxes that JT hopes to get 
materials for through a DEEP grant.  Kim, Ev and Penny said they would help put up 
the duck boxes. Ev said he would get some rebar for the bluebird boxes once the 
grant was awarded.

Abandoned/Discontinued Town Roads: Penny gave an overview of former Chair 
Randy Thompson’s research and work to do an inventory of all former town roads, 
for the purpose of requesting that the selectmen designate a group of them as open 
space that could be used for certain types of very passive recreation (hiking, dog 
walking, biking, etc.). Since Ev had worked with Randy on this project he concurred 
with the potential challenges of this project, since to date there is no consistent state 
regulation or legal ruling regarding who may travel on a discontinued road and 
whether the road at times could revert to adjacent property owners. However, 
members thought that we should at least have a list of these roads and a summary of 
Randy’s findings, which Penny will provide at the next meeting.

Membership: There was discussion on the process of recruiting members. Mark 
noted that people should be encouraged to attend meetings even if they are not 
members. At present, the process involves the member requesting to join via 
discussion with the first selectman, who will make a decision and then a motion at a 
selectman’s meeting to appoint the new member, and then that person needs to be 
sworn in by the Town Clerk.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Penny Newbury, Secretary

(Attachment follows)






