Hampton Conservation Commission
Minutes
November 15, 2023

Chairman Mark Samios called the meeting to order at 6:32. Attendees included Mark, Marsha Kilpatrick, Bruce Spaman, Marc Cardwell, Ev Hyde and Kevin Grindle.   

Little River Preserve/State Grant
Kenvin Grindle updated the group on the next round of grants and funding.  The current plan is to announce the opening of the next round of the grant application process in December.  DEEP has yet to decide on the due date but it will probably be sometime in April.  While ther is no plan to change the selection criteria it does appear that DEEP is giving more attention to ADA accessibility.  DEEP is hoping to access some federal funds for increased handicap access to outdoor recreation.  
Kevin has spoken with the manager of the grant program and she has agreed to give him some informal feedback on our last application.  He will brief the Commission on the results of that conversation.  
Stan Crawford passed around some photos of a handicap accessible fishing platform he helped to construct.  He also displayed a NECOG map that he has updated to display the conservation status of all the parcels in Hampton.  This was a major project and will be a great resource for the Commission in the future.  This led to a discussion of P.A. 4-90 which provides a tax credit for choosing not to develop private land.  Unfortunately, a sale of the property allows the new owner(s) to remove the land from 4-90 protection.    
Mark Samios updated the Commission on the State of the budget.  We have $15,000 available for physical improvements to the LRP and $1,000 available for signage. 
In response to a question, Mark confirmed that the First Selectman and the Town plan to do more to finish the LRP parking lot.  The town commitment includes removing the berm of dirt, putting in a fence consisting of bollards and heavy planks and installing a gate.  Kevin noted that the proposed fencing is pricey, approximately $180 a foot.  
Penny and Marc Cardwell will work on drafts of the signage for the LRP.
Mark stated that we all needed to start thinking about the next budget.  Ev Hyde asked if having a lawyer look at the legal status of some of the abandoned roads in Hampton would be a cost borne by the Town or by the Conservation Commission?  A good question and it needs to be addressed.  Lawer fees are very high.  
Marsha Kilpatrick attended the Native Plants and Pollinator Conference at UCONN.   One interesting point was that while native plants are always to be preferred, some non-natives can be very effective as part of a pollinator friendly garden.  The speakers suggested a mix of 70% natives and 30% non-natives.  Marsha agreed to review her extensive notes and select a few points that might be of broad interest and summarize them for posting on the HCC webpage.    
HCC Membership
Mark noted that based on an email from the town clerk there is some confusion about who is officially on the HCC.  Currently, we have 7 slots (5 members and two alternates).  Increasing the size of the Commission would require a meeting of the Ordinance Committee and no one knows when or if that Committee has any plans to meet.  Kevin and Stan both offered to be citizen volunteers if that would be helpful.  Mark Samios offered to be an alternate.  Stan volunteered to speak with the first Selectman and even offered to join the Ordinance Committee if that is what it takes to spur a meeting. 
The terms for Bruce and Marc have expired and they need to write an email to the First Selectman requesting re-appointment.  
Reilly Road/Fox Property
Mark Samios stated that he received a call from the current owner of the old Fox property.  This individual was interested in selling the land to the town for $475,000.  A non-starter and the property has subsequently been divided and offered for sale to the public.  This led to an extensive discussion of the Fox property and what specific properties the Town would be interested in.  Stan provided the Commission with a 2009 list of “Important Properties in Hampton“ which includes the 10 properties most important to protect (this list includes the LRP which at that time was in private hands).   Marc Cardwell will make copies of this list and distribute it at the next meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 
 

 

