Hampton and Scotland School Readiness Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday, Oct 24, 2023
Meeting Minutes 
Attendance: Scott Sears, Joy Becker, Ann Knowles, Valerie Bruneau, Andrea Kaye, Geri White, Mary Geragotelis, Brittany Santiago, Terry Surprenant
1) Call to order: Joy called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM. 

2) Audience for citizens: None in attendance.

3) Adjustments to agenda: None

4) Approval of Sept 26, 2023 meeting minutes: Geri moved to approve the minutes. Scott seconded the motion. No discussion. Motion carried. 

5) Acceptance of financial reports			
a. Hampton: Geri moved to accept Hampton’s financial report. Mary seconded the motion. No discussion. Geri abstained. Motion passed.
b. Scotland: Scott moved to accept Scotland’s financial report. Geri seconded the motion. There was a discussion about % of funds drawn down: 
· Although school isn’t in session over the summer, the fiscal year began July 1.
· Some expenses come earlier in the school year. 
The motion passed.

6) Program updates:
Classroom updates were received from Scotland and placed within the shared drive before the meeting for members to view. 

Scotland 
Principal Ann Knowles shared: 
· There have been some recent activities for the whole school including a fire safety program with a fire truck and ambulance visit. 
· An upcoming field trip to the Creamery Brook bison farm has been planned. 
· Each preschooler has an adult in attendance for field trips so this is a nice opportunity for staff to connect with families. 
· Themes in preschool have included fall leaves and friendship. 
· Children are learning sign language and have visits at school from a therapy dog.
· The addition of a second preschool classroom has been successful. 
· The program is currently working on self-study for NAEYC accreditation with support from the EASTCONN AQIS program. 

Hampton
No one from Hampton school present to share out. 

7) SR Liaison report 
a. OEC updates
A request has been made to increase SR allocations. Scotland has a waiting list. Terry will let all know when she receives word. 

The Enrollment grant is coming due for the 1st quarter. Terry will send a reminder to administrators. 

Terry completed her first monitoring visits in October at both schools. Classrooms were busy and children engaged. 

Kindergarten entry age change may have effects on preschool numbers next year. The new law will go into effect on July 1st and allows parents to request if they want their child to be allowed to attend if under-age – but then the school is required to assess whether the placement would be developmentally appropriate. There was a meeting at EASTCONN earlier this month to discuss the implications of the changes. Many administrators were in attendance. There will be additional opportunities throughout the year to meet and plan collectively. This will require a change to SRC policies regarding age eligibility. 

8) School Readiness Quality Components
Family participation on the council – Parent participation at meetings continues to be a challenge school-wide in Scotland. The PTO only has 3 members. Strategies have included providing snacks, games and art projects to entice families to attend. Family events are popular and draw many families but meetings aren’t well-attended. This SRC meeting was held on site with refreshments served, but no new parents showed up. 

2) New Business: None

3) Old Business: None

4) Audience for citizens: None in attendance.

5) Agenda for next meeting: Include quality component about nutrition. 

6) Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Scott at 6:55 PM and seconded by Geri. The motion passed unanimously. Thanks to Ann for hosting this evening! Members were invited to tour the early childhood classrooms. 
Next meeting – November 28th 2023 via Zoom. 

Respectfully submitted by Teresa Surprenant, Hampton and Scotland School Readiness Liaison
These minutes are unofficial until approved at the next School Readiness Council Meeting
