Hampton Conservation Commission
Regular Meeting
Wednesday June 17, 2026
Town Hall Meeting Room

Minutes

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Chair Mark Samios. Members present: Kevin Grindle  (for Ev Hyde), Penny Newbury, Marcia Kilpatrick, Bruce Spaman, Marc Cardwell. Also present: John Tillinghast.

Audience for Citizens: none

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting May 20, 2026. Motion made (Marcia/Mark). Approved.

Additions to Agenda: none

Old Business
LRP Update: 
Kevin gave an update re: his most recent interactions with the DEEP biologist regarding the revised plan for the re-location of the proposed turtle habitat and the protection of the current hayfield areas.  Kevin received an email this evening which he will review, and respond to the biologist. Hopefully the final report will go to DEEP tomorrow (6/18). The biologist states that the proposed plan is possibly not appropriate. Kevin has asked the biologist if we can still build the boardwalk, which is not part of the pathway issue. He has not responded yet, but Kevin hopes he can get a response within 2 weeks. All the bid documents are ready.

Marc reported that an abutter at 88 Hammond Hill has put a driveway into the preserve from the upper part of Hammond hill, and created a driveable path through a break in the stone wall (that has been there since 1991) into the preserve and the hayfield. The assumption is that the wall is a boundary wall, but there is no reference in the deed that this is our boundary wall; regardless, it is an illegal trespass. We need to have the 1st Selectman’s support to address this. John will discuss with Allan to address this at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Ev reported that the corners on the bird observation blind are separated, and need different nails. Marcia will ask the builder to repair this and use the correct nails. Ev volunteered to go down with him, or do it himself since it would not take long.

Budget:
Mark reports $3,775 in this year’s budget. $125 will go towards Arbor Day, $2,500 will go to Keith Crawford for brush cutting labor (for the turtle habitat); there is also a Scout request of $100. Motion made to donate $100 to Scouts for building birdhouses (Marcia/ Ev).  Ev questioned the design of the birdhouses.  3 in favor, 2 opposed. Motion carried.
Motion made (Mark/Ev), that in the future, the HCC will not give out any money for any activity that is not pre-approved or with a design/scope of work. Passed. One abstention.
Marcia asked who would put them up on u-posts. Unclear. Need 4 7-foot posts. Mark and Marc believe they have posts at home. Ev will install them, with rebar that we pay for.
Re: Martin house relocation: not yet, since there are birds in it.

Grant Reporting:  
Penny reported no news on the submittal of the 3rd quarterly report for LRP to DEEP (4/15), nor any of the earlier requests for payment.  Next report due: July 15.

Plan of Conservation and Development
HCC has 2 weeks to comment on the next draft prior to the next PZC meeting on July 20th.

Property List
Kevin handed out hard copies of existing lists—we can discuss them at the next meeting. Kevin developed a draft matrix to evaluate the properties, with ranking priorities. Will send this to the group to work on for the next meeting and incorporate old docs into this new list. Will discuss the  proposed ranking/scoring/weighting at next meeting. Discussion followed re: the charge of the Conservation Commission and what the public expects of it, as well as what our input should be re: the future landscape/character/growth/stewardship of the town and its resources.

Communications: none

Audience for Citizens: none

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Penny Newbury, Secretary

